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Angry Senate Democrats Walk Out On Redistricting Vote

BY Glenn Blain

March 15, 2012 1:10 AM 

Senate Democrats have left the building – literally.

Infuriated by the Senate GOP’s move to close off debate on the redistricting bill, the Democrats walked out of the chamber and are vowing not to return.

“They eliminated our right to debate,” said Senate Minority Leader John Sampson (D-Brooklyn). “We’re going back to pre-civil rights eras when individuals were denied the fundamental right to speak their mind.”

Sampson said he had an agreement from Deputy Majority Leader Tom Libous (R-Binghamton) to extend debate for four hours but the GOP shut it down after just two hours.

“It’s back to the way Albany used to be – dysfunction,” Sampson said. “ When you cannot give the minority an opportunity to speak on an issue that is dealt with once every 10 years, this is a sham on Democracy.”

The Democrats’ protest allowed Senate Republicans to quickly – and quite gleefully – adopt the redistricting bill and several other bills without debate from the Democrats.

Senate GOP spokesman Scott Reif said the Republicans were simply following Senate rules that limit debates on bills to two hours.

“Rules are rules and we had already bent over backwards to give them extra time,” Reif said.

The Democrats’ walk out – which also allowed them to avoid votes on the politically treacherous pension reform and DNA database bills – marked the end of a frustrating day for the Senate minority that saw their last ditch-efforts to block redistricting  fizzle.

Sen. Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan) said she was embarrassed to see 32 white Republican senators vote to cut off debate on issues of racial gerrymandering.

“Can you imagine New York State 2012 we’re actually looking like some story of a southern state in the 1950s,’ Krueger said. “ It is very embarrassing and I think every New York should be horrified.”

Sampson and the Democrats also called on Gov. Cuomo to veto the lines.

“This is dictatorship by the majority,’ Sampson said.

Sen. Michael Gianaris also blasted the proposed constitutional amendment creating an independent re-districting panel for future years.

“We were told the deal was bad lines for 10 years for a good amendment 10 years from now and what they offered us was bad lines for 10 years for a horrible amendment 10 years from now that’s going to be worse than the status quo,” Gianaris said. “ It is a commission that is designed for gridlock, much like the Board of Elections. It leaves the final say with the Legislature, which means you will be getting no change what so ever.”
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